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Ceran S t .  Vrain ' s  Stone Itill a t  Mora 

Ceran S t .  Vrain 's  s t o n e  m i l l  a t  Mora w a s  probably b u i l t  i n  1F.64, t\:c 

l a s t  m i l l  hc b u i l t  and the  culmination of h i s  f i f t e e n  ycars  a s  a f l o u r  n i l l e r .  

I t  is a rectangulr?r ,  gambrel-roofed b u i l d i n g ,  crudely b u i l t  of  rough-hewn, 

random-sized s t o n e  blocks  l a i d  up unevenly wi th  t h i c k  and u n t r i r i c d  mortar. 

Not a t h i n g  of  b e a u t y .  b u t  a s t r u c t u r e  ' o f .hones t  u t i l i t y ,  the ni l1 was b u i l t  

t o  resist f i r e  and time, and s o - i t  has ,  f o r  over  a- century. . 
S t .  Vrain ' s  f i r s t  m i l l  a t  Mora was of  frame, a  l a r g e  b u i l d i n g  p u t  up 

i n  t h e  s p r i n g  and s u m e r  of 1850, as even t s  of  S t .  Vrain 's  l i f e  ind ica te .  

I n  the s u m e r  of 1848, S t .  Vrain d i s so lved  h i s  pa r tne r sh ip  w i t h  W i l l i a m  

Sent  i n  ~ e n t ' s  F o r t  on t h e  Arkansas, and went t o  S t .  Louis t o  pay o f f  tile 

c r e d i t o r s  o f  Bent, S t .  Vrain 6 Co. Me re tu rned  west i n  t h e  , f a l l  of 1848. 

On January  31, 1849, he jo ined  I s a a c  McCarty i n  a par tnership ,  con t rac t ing  
! .  

t o  t a k e  t h e  U.S. m a i l  between San ta  Fe and F o r t  Leavenworth. I n  February, 

1849, S t .  Vrain went east wi th  the mai l  and re turned t o  Santa  Fe where he  

and >icCarty opened a s t o r e ,  and e v e n t u a l l y  two s t o r e s .  I n  1850, as the  

census records  show, S t .  Vrain, i.IcCarty, Viccnte S t .  Vrain and s e v e r a l  o t h e r  

male c l e r k s  and s e r v a n t s  were l i v i n g  t o g e t h e r - i n  a house---in- Santa-Fe. . ._-- .- ->.- - - 
By e a r l y  1850, S t .  Vrain and McCarty had obtained a c o n t r a c t  to  su;?ly 

army p o s t s  i n  New Mexico wi th  f l o u r .  S t .  Vrain went t o  t!es t p o r t  (Kansas Ci ty )  

i n  March, 1850, and h i r e d  f i v e  expcricnccd millers, among then ~ a c o b  3esq.k" .' / 
H e  a l s o  bought f i v e  sets o f  French buhr m i l l s  which hc shipped ,*iedie to' si co 

.-.-' /' 
f o r  h i s  f l o u r  m i l l s  t o  be  b u i l t  a t  ? i o n ,  Taos, San ta  ~ e . : n n d ' ~ e r a l t a  (he s o l d  

. - -  _-- 
. . -- 

t h e  f i f t h  set) .  f l i s  f i r s t  and l a r g e s t  m i l l - w a s  soon b u i l t  a t  ;.bra, znci r u ?  

by Jacob Beard from 1850 u n t i l  1852.l  I n  1850 i ts  f l o u r  sr;22ltod amy p o s t s  

a t  Cantonment Burgwin n e a r  Taos, a t  Rayado, and a t  Socorro, 2nd w a s  described 

a s  " c o t r s e  [ s i c ]  and g r i t t y . .  . [bu t ]  be ing nade of new w!:c;lt is not  objected  :O 
I .  . 

by tht troops."( Coarse as i t  was, a t  8~ p e r  pound thc f l o u r  c o q a r e d  f:-.,..--- 



ab ly ,  i n  p r i c e  a t  l e a s t ,  wi th  the more r e f i n e d  product  shipped f r o ~  tl!c S t a t e s  

I n  October, 1850, I s a a c  McCarty d ied  a t  Santa  Fc and t h e  f i m  of S t .  

Vrain & McCarty came t o  an end. S t .  Vrain then noved t o  Taos where he l i v e d  

f o r  t h e  nex t  t h i r t e e n  o r  four teen years  and opera ted  a f l o u r  m i l l  on t!~e l i t t l e  

s t ream c a l l e d  Rio Grande d e l  Ranchos, seven m i l e s  sou th  of Don Fernando de 
. . 

~ a o s .  The l a r g e r  m i l l  a t  Mora was l e f t  i n  t h e  hands of Jacob Beard, and i t  
- 

earned $100 a day f o r  i ts owner.. A t  t h e  end o f - a  Jacob Beard askcd f o r  --z 
-- - 

a r a i s e  i n  s a l a r y  t o  $100 p e r  month, which was good pay i n  those  days. I n  

C 

1852 B q a r d  was rep laced  as manager of t h e  m i l l  by William Bransford, who a l s o  

r a n  a s t o r e  a t  Mora f o r  S t .  Vrain. Two years  l a t e r  Bransford deniiiicied a s!lore 

i n  t h e  business .  S t .  Vrain o f f e r e d  him a f l a t  s e t t l e m e n t  of $1000 i n s t e a d ,  which 

Bransford dec l ined  .' A f t e r  t h a t ,  S t .  Vrain 's  son Vicen tc' and Theodore l ~ g n a o l t  

appeat  t o  have managed t h e  Mora business.  

The frame m i l l  a t  Mora continued t o  produce f l o u r  f o r  the  army and c i t i z e n s  
... . .  .I_ 

-=? --=-- - 
of New Mexico f o r  many y e a r s  t o  coiae, b u t  t h e  only f o u r  descripti%Xs--I--.have 

found of i t  . are-al l  . d a t e d '  1853. Says William Carr  Lane's d i a r y  under date -of 

Sept .  1, 1853, " '~eached Xora.. .k S t  Brain  h s s  a nerchant  m i l l  J x e s  
,..- 

.-/'- 
A. Bennett s p e n t  the  n i g h t  of Jan.  9 ,  1853, a t  Xora, where h c  s a r ~ y  I a r c e  

f l o u r i n g  m i l l . .  . b u i l t  t h e  saxe a s  tiloso iil tile Unircd SraSes;-C?? Col. - .  
' /-- 

Mansfield 's  r e p o r t  n o t e s  t h a t  "a good f l o u r i n g  ;~ill -is e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  t3e . ... -. 

7- 
v i l l a g e  of  Pioro and i n  the  v a l l e y  of Taos by M r .  S t .  Vrain.. ." , cad C.F. 

Clark  wrote t h a t  "Mr.  S t .  Vrain.. .is now very wealthy owning & car ry in2  on 

t h r e e  l a r g e  g r i s t  m i l l s .  . . 11 8 

Although f lour -mi l l ing  was h i s  p r i n c i p a l  bus iness ,  Ccran St. Vrain had  

o t h e r  i n t e r e s t s .  I n  1853 he s e n t  men t o  s c t t l e  h i s  hugci land g rzn t ,  the V i s i L  a. 

S t .  Vrain o r  Las Animas Grant i n  sou theas te rn  Colorado. During the lS50s he 

he ld  the  s u t l e r s h i p s  o f  F o r t  Msssachusetts,  F o r t  Union and F o r t  Garland. A f t e r  

gold was discovered on Cherry Creek i n  1858, h e  s e n t .  wagon t r a i n s  of gooZs 



and f l o u r  t o  t h e  new s e t t l e m e n t s  and e s t a b l i s h e d  s t o r e s  a t  Denver, Pueblo, 

T a r r y a l l  ( ~ n i r p l a y )  and o t h e r  p l a c e s  i n  the  gold regions. EIe a l s o  b o u ~ h t  i n t o  
.- - . . - - .  

a f l o u r  m i l l  a t  San Luis  on the '  c u r e b r a - h t  Francisco and Daigrc's r ~ i c h  

on t h e  Cucharas which supp l ied  f l o u r  f o r  the grow 

T e r r i t o r y .  

I n  1864, S t .  Vrain was s t i l l  l i v i n g  a t  Taos, although h i s  m i l l s  a t  Xora 

and - elsewhere ,  h i s  l a n d  g r a n t  i n  t h e  Arkansas Valley o f  Colorado, and i n t e r e s t s  

, . -  . .  . - 
: a t  Denver and S a n t a  Fe- catked-higi o f t e n  t o  b e  a b i e n t  from t h a t  place.g Eut o i  

.- 

June  29, 1864, as h e  wrote  John Francisco from Taos, h i s  f l o u r  Rills s o  

occupied him t - h a t  h e  could n o t  leave' Taos t o  a t t e n d  t o  h i s  o t h e r  concerns, 1 0  

f o r  t h a t  summer six'-, thousand Navajos were herded t o  e x i l e  a t  F o r t  Srrmcr, 

and S t .  Vrain  had ob ta ined  t h e  f l o u r  c o n t r a c t  t o  supply t h e  Indians.  T n r o u ~ h  

June,  J u l y  and August of 1864, h i s  m i l l s  provided t h e  government wi.th $41,000. : 

wor th  o f  f l o u r  and wheat meal. 11 

Then on J u l y  29, 1864, S t .  Vrain's m i l l  near  Taos burned t o  the  grout ,  z: 

a l o s s  t o  its owner of $5000, and a t  a t i m e  when h i s  comiiitsents t o  t h e  govern- 

ment were a t  t h e i r  he ikht , . l2  Perhaps because of  t h i s  accident  ~ . t .  Vrain deter- .  

mined t o  b u i l d  a f i r e p r o o f  m i l l  a t  Hora, and t o  nove t h e r e  t o  opera te  i t .  On 

Jan.  27, 1865, S t .  Vrain d i s so lved  h i s  i n  the  m i l l  a t  San Luis. 1 3  

A t  about  t h i s  time he  moved t o  Nora wi th  h i s  mis t ress  Luisa  Brmc3  x d  h e r  

young daughter  by him, F e l i c i t e ,  both of wlioin are rilentioned i n  h i s  {:ill. cade 

/ 14 on A p r i l  2 ,  1866, a t  Nora. There they l i v e d  i n  a house a e x t  t o  the  p u 5 l i c  

i 
! s q u a r e  and court-house, add t h e r e  S t .  Vrain d ied  on O c t .  28, 1870. ' 

I have found no documentary evidence f o r  t h e  d a t e  thc  s t o n e  m i l l  a t  ?bra 

was e r e c t e d .  My guess would be 1864, a f t e r  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  by f i r e  of S t .  

Vra in ' s  m i l l  a t  Tnos, and dur ing t h e  pe r iod  of ex t raord ina ry  r e p u i r z c n t s  of 

t h e  U.S. Army f o r  f l o u r  t o  feed t h e  Navajos a t  For t  Sumner. The crudcncss oE 

i ts  c o n s t r u c t i o n  sugges t s  i t  was put  up i n  a hurry ( i t s  masonry is s i n l l a r  t o  

t h a t  of  Maxwell's Aztec M i l l  a t  Cinarron,  which bcnrs  thc  d a t e  1864), 



Both t h e  s t o n e  m i l l  and the  o l d  f ranc  m i l l  werc i11 o z c r a t i o n  a t  thc tic;? 

of  S t .  Vrain 's  death.  The frame m i l l ,  c a l l e d  "el inolino v i c j o "  ( the  o l d  n l l l )  , 

was rented  a f t e r  h i s  death  f o r  $300 n year  u n t i l  1872, u11en the  r c n t a l  was 

reduced t o  $550 p e r  year .  The s t o n e  m i l l ,  c a l l e d  "el molino de piedra", was 

rented  f o r  $400 i n  1574 and valued a t  .$15,,000. i n  1875. l5 st. vraif i 's  estate . 

. - .. -. 
was div ided  between h i s  sons  ~ i c e n t e  and F e l i x ,  and h i s  dauphter  F e l i c i t e ,  f o r  

D 
.. . -. 

.- 
-- 

whom Vicente and h i s  wife.Amclia were guardinns. By 1877 Vicente had d i e d  and 
. : 

Amelia decided t o  go t o  Texas.  .To h e r  b ro the r ,  William Rohinan, she t r aded  a l l  

h e r  p roper ty  i n  ~ o r a , - w h i c h  included a s t o n e  p i s t  m i l l  and a Erme g r i s t  

m i l l ,  f o r  l and  i n  Texas. l6 The frame m i l l  has  long s i n c e  d i s a p p e ~ r e d ,  . b u t  - 
t h e  s t o n e  nil1 still s t a n d s ,  and t h e  cond i t ion  o f  the  b u i l d i n g  and its i r o n  

. - , I  . . . , .: . . . . .  
w a t e r  wheel sh&s t h a t  i t  continued t o  supply the  rcCion  w i t h  f l o u r  long . a f t e r  

t h e  advent  of e l e c t r i c i t y  made most water wheels super f luous  . 
-Janet Lecompte- 
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